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SU:TAARY | 

“DISTR: 7 A steaaniy worded drart letter si: ened by the regional 
AMB 7 directors of the Catholic ational. confedération or 3ishops has 
pe“ 3 been circulatin: in church and political circles. the letter 
‘POL (5) 4-9 warns Catholic action leaders avuinat association. with leftist 
POL/M 9 causes and organizations and spoeifically conce.u1s AGaO_ £0; ular, 
POL/R jo the extre.ao. leftist syoup now ta control of the. vational ote 
“SVCATT u dent untong® (U.us) national directorate. : 

USIS: 3 | 
BCON ¢ 3 Though still in draft for.as the letter eoproseats: @ Size 


-MINECON 7 nificant effort by an influential croup of Hishops to prevent 
“ZABOR +s use by the extreue left of parts of the .Churen's apparatus and- 
All Cons, pro.:ran. If the letter passes fron. draft: to proiul;, ation, it — 
(by pouch) could reduce the effectiveness. of AGRO, ropular and Linit lofte 
Belem (6 wing activities under the Church's banners : 


~ Belo H. {7 ; “4 

“Curitiba / / | “RRELSZ LCR SSeS OEE 

Porto A. (7 ee, : a 

‘Salvador 7° Back round . : 

ConGen ““ In the referorce airy Pan the wanbas: y pointed out ‘taat the 


(oy pouch) Catholic Chureh in ‘ragil has , in sua, been an ineffective force 
Reeife 2! for the sodernization of the Sragilian political and social proc- 
S. Paulo 2: ess ané will probably continue to be so for wany reasons, luclud- 
ing the lack of unified organization and the toadency of certain 
Brasilia (5)23-27 © | | | | 
CF (2) “27.4 29 GRIP eL 
oe bxeluded fron autorzatic down: rading 
and declassification. 
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Caureh ele 1ents to support and particlsate in sachinatione-~ sor the 
necative left." Brazilian author rico Vorissi.io has deseribed | 

tho -ational Studentsa! wnlon (J.ias) ag an alliance of the Unurch with 

the Conuwunists. 


wchv Popular (ropular Aetion), tne extrouist .roup waleh to,e- 
tner with the Brazilian Sommnist rarty (73) préseutly coutrels the 
Jib's national Girectoratc, nas beeh actively aided by ao liaison with 
the Church and the infusion of aoubers fron the Catholic university 
Youth (JuG). This and other known alliances between ut-least some 
elenents of the Caurch and the Communists have nelped nautralize tie 
Church's traditional antieCommunist political STANCE > 


the “Appearance of the draft Letter 

A draft Letter. oppogin: association of Church elenwnts wita 
leftist causes prepared by. the regional Girectors of the Jational | 
Confederation of itishops of Brazil (C:43) appeared in the press on 
Vecember 27, The docurzcnt must nave been ;;,ivea by one of ‘the Signae 
tories to Deputy Cid Furtado (DC=R3), WG p prevented by an enpty — 
Chanber from deliverin:: the letter to the Congréss and juaranteein: 
to it wide publicity, had handed it to the presa with considerably 
less effect. The text and a translation of the letter as Lt appeared 
in 0 astado de Sao raulo Decenber 23 are attached. 








Though the letter calls for adhere mee to. "Eu0 autheutic teach- 
Sass and social doctrines of the Church" and warns guuinst nonechris- 
tien doctrines, including “liberal capitalism," it is, in the win, 
@ strong condesmation of Jarxist. Adeolo:y. It is addresséd: to Don > 
Candido Padim, the jishop in charge oi the 3razilian Catholic action 
and the JUC. It directs Von Gandido to warn the leaders and. isenbers | 
of Catholic action azainst uearxist influence and to enjoin them a, ainst 
participating in Sarxist fronts and or: anizatlons . vpecifically, _ | 
— Sishops all but forbld Catholic Action weubers joining; the . ACaO © 
opular, which oy implicution is classified as a .iarxist group. Tne 
Teitetacnt against AP is clear, “that .oveaont, by its naturalistic 
orientation, “dos not represent authentic Christian thought aad, in 
spite of its positive aspects in some dioceses, has caused serious 
hara in several others." | | 


Possible Reasons for the Lotter 
Deputy Cid furtado indicates that the iishops, inercasing ly 
_eoncerned over evidence of viarxist influence in Bragilian church 
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circles, decided in Qone during the Vatican Council to prepare such 

a letter. Certuinly, the defeat of tne vataolie slate by the Com=  _ 
smaists.with Agao Popular support in the Rural workers! Confederation 
(SONTAG) elections of Jecesber 20 contributed to the decision. 








FO50x1 





with CoxsTAs in Commnist bands, the exise 
tence of the Catholic rural unions would seen to be endangered or 
at least Ghoir possibilities for .rewth are limited. ‘the Jishops 
were certain not to look with favor at the possible destruction of 
the rural unions which some of them had nurtured with grout care. 


Conelusions | | . 

The letter represents the assuuption of aa emphatic anti- 
“apxist position by an important group of influential sishops. fhe 
seven signatory Bishops are leading prelates in their separate veoe 
svyaphic areas, ‘heir politics sees to vary frou progressives like 
Don fernandce Gomez dos »antos of Golania and Don Yinevnte Scherer 
or Porto Alezre to conservatives lixe Cardinal Jaiga Javara of Rio 
de Janeiro, 3 | | | 7 


> Sut the signatories do not necessarily represent the thinkIn. 

of other Sishops, cach Bishop is independent in his own dioceac. 
a The docusent does not carry either the nave of the newly elected rercsi- 
| dent of the C338, Cardinal Vasconselus ota, the scalle archbishop 

of sao vaulo who cooperates with leftists and shares their views, 
or the Auxiliary Archbishop of Rio de Janeiro, Don iielder Camara, 
who wields «mech influence, often in leftist causes, from his post 
as »xecutive Secretary of the 0x33 and through hfs self-made imae 
as patron of the poor. ‘ 


there are indications that tho signing sishops say be attenpte 
ing to uain wider acceptance and promulgation for the docusent while 
circumveuting the President _and uxecutive Secretary of the Cul. 
Un January 9, U ustado de 3a0 Paulo calleu attention to a series — 
of bpiscopal regional conferences that are to be convened throughout 
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the country. Also, on January 12, Cardinal Camara tried to bring 
further attention to the letter through a press release o 


If the letter ever manages to pass fro. draft te wide ace 
erp by the wajority of the hleracny,. it could reduce the ef- 
Lectiveness of the Agao Popular. and aay, ae 

"drain it of its 4g abersiip « It. amy als areas where 
vhureh ; roups nave cooperated with the extresze left OP wuere Churche — 
backed ‘institutions have been Yr eportedly aopver cee by extre ists, sucn as 
the siovement for Basic iducation (41413) o d, 


EO50x1 


or the sebaaeaderi 
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Robert w. vean 
Gounsclor of wubassy 





une LOSUPreES 8 


As stated 


2/ Yhe day that this Airgran was being tjped Jornal do Grasil car- 
ried a news itemstatin: that ¢ Card tial J, J@iye Camara’s secre=- 
tary had denied that the Cardinal irew anything about the draft — 
letter. If true, this further points up the lack of coordination 
and unity amon: the Sishops and the sli chance the letter has 
of obtaining wide approval . 
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TRANSLATION OF THs CATHLIC BISHOPS LETTER CONDEMNING POPULAR 


1 


ACTION (AGRO POPULAR) AS PRINYSD IN "O ESTADO DS SKO-PAULO, 


December 27, 1963, 


The below named Archbishops and Bishops, responsible for 
the regions of the National Confedzration of Bishops of Brazil 
(CNBB), manifest their full support and gratitude to Dom Candido 
Padim, General Assistant for Brazilian Catholic Action (ACB) 
and National Assistant for the Catholic University Students — 
(JUC), for the efforts of the Lay Apostolate in the field and 


recognize that to assure the effectiveness of its performance, _ 
constant help is required from an Episcopate that 19 not just | 


@ Spectator of victories and defeats but directly responsible | 


at the head of Catholic Action. They are also fully confident 
* that he reflects in the midst of the militant of Catholic Action, 


especially of the JUC, JEC and JIC, the thinking of the 


- Bpisecopate and persistently and firmly asserts the rights of the 
-Alerarchy among its members o | . 


The Archbishops and Bishops responsible for the regions of 


“the National Confederation of Bishops of Brazil (CNBB) ask Dom 
. Candido Padim to oversee the carrying out of the following rules 


of conducts 


1. The ecclesiastical assistants of Catholic Action ought 


to reflect, in the way that they exercise their missions,. the 
| weal mind of their Sishop. You ip | 
conselences of the militant in the authentic teachings of the 


om Candido) ought to form the 


Chureh and in ite social dectrine and caution them against 
ideologies currently in vogue in the midst of the laity. 


+2. You ought to form the militant in the authentic 


Christian life, where there is a place for alms as a result of 


that mode of life. You ought. to inelude in national and regional 
programs the Theology of Charity, to inspire and promote 


Socially just solutions. You ought to maintain Catholic Action 


in the positive fight for the spread of the Gospel within the 
precepts of "Quaerite primum” and put forth a mentality that | 
promotes the common good, not just pleading special causes but 


@lso rememoering the more abandoned. 


ss Je You ought to support the political vocation .of the 
militant as a most efficient instrument of action in its. own 
milieu, and expect of cur Lay Apostles preferencial help for 
the activities of the Church. Manifest to our assistants and 
the militant the preoccupation of the Bishops concerning Popular 
Action (Agdo Popular). That movement, by its naturalistic 
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orientation, dees. not represent authentic Chriatian thought _ 
and, in spite of its positive aspects. an some atogeses, has : 
caused. serious harm. in. several Osherss: | | 


. You. ought to use: effective: means to densaserate 6 the | 
assistants and the militant the undesirability of entry of JUC 
members into the Popular. Action {Agdo Popular). You should | 
support the. participation of Jue in these. movements: in GUO - 
circumstances: — | 
a) Elements: especially. oalied: ( vocacionado) to activity 
of this nature and who. are well formed. 
o) Entrance with the intent. of substantially modifying 
the Popular Aetion to an authentically Christian (Adnes — 


4, You cught to urge upon. all of Catholic Action Loyalty. 
to the social doctrine of the Church, especially in respect. to | 
the class struggle, disguised HerxLat pee ree one, and | 

preoccupation with tactics.. 


, 50 You ought always: to remain alert iin: aie and 
puolications to the mission of Catholic Action which is 

essentially apostolic, united to the hierarchy, represented by 
the Bishop. You ought to urge upon the assistants and the . 
militant frequent and. filial. understandings with the Bishop and 
caution the laity against action unconnected to the hierarchy 


You ought to expound to the Bishops: the necessity of contact 
with the laity, of communicating to the National Assistant the 
principal deficiencies in regional meetings, of taking prudent 

- measures when they are necessary and not. just ascertaining facts, 
of arranging for ecelesiastical assistants even when it~ 

peqQuires sacrifices, of avoiding comments that ‘might cause 
disagreeable impressions about the ‘positions of . other Bishops. 


6. You ought to inform the militant of the high esteem that 
is due their efficient and generous apostolic work. The | 
restrictions that have been made do not deminish the enthusiasm 
of the Bishops end the. support that they give to the assistants 
and the militant. Correction. is a forn of wareetien: charity. — = 


Te, En the concrete circumstances in which we live, the 
Catholic militant and organizations ought not to enter into | | 
fronts with movements that follow Marxist doctrines or ideologies 
or those of liberal Capitalism. And in the same way, in 

accepting thelr support, we chen’ to have great prudence and 
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avoid serving their purposes. and tacties of infiltration. As 
to the fortuitous colaboration of ‘persons in transitery et 
circumstances, we are reminded of the fundamental principles 
of "Pacem in Terris". In necessary and personal positions, 
good formation and proper information become indispensable 
on the part of the militant so that. they do not compromise — 
on principles under the pretext of attaining power, especially 
with Marxist slates and other non-Christians. This. erientation 
was presented to the Episcopal Commission of Catnolie Action 
and the Lay Apostolate. BO a = :° ee 


Signed oy Vicente Scherer. <-. Archbishop of Pérto Alegre < 

Central West Regional: Joo Rezende Costa - East Regional IT; 
Agnelo Rossi - Archbishop. of. Ribeiréo Preto - South Regional £3 
Alberto Ramos = Archbishop of Selém - North Regional; Eugenio — 
de Araujo Sales = Northeast Regional; Cardenal Camara approved 
Che document for Sast I, > a | 
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‘THE NATTONAC CONFEDERATION OF BYSHOPS OF BRAZIL 


















"Os arcebispos e bispos responsdaveis pelos Regionais da 

CNBS, abaixo especificados, manifestam ao’ exmo. assistenite - ea: 

geral da AC3 e assistente nacional da JUC, D, Candido Padin; 

Seu intelro apscio = gratidao pelo esforgo no campo do Aposto- 

lado Leigo, reconhecem, para garantia e eficacia de sua atuagao, 
| Recessitar de constante ajuda do Spiscopado que nfo deve ser — 
espectador de vitorias. e desvios, mas responsavel direto como _ 
mandatario da ACs confiam plenamente que ele reflita no melo  —~ 

cos militantes da AC, especialmente JUC, JeC, JIC, o pensamento _ 


do Episcopado e faga, presente mas firmemente, valer as dire- 


trizes da Hierarquia junto aos seus aandatados. 


ispos responsaveis pelos regionais da 


ConfederagSo Nacional dos Bispos ‘do Brasil (CNBB) pedem a D. 
Candido Padim velar pela concretizagado das seguintes diretrizes: _ 


Os arcebispos 2 b 


__ 1 = 08 assistentes eclesidsticos da AC devem refletir, no 
meio em que exercem essa sua fungéo, co pensamento real do | 


 Ordinario. Formar & consciencia dos militantes no ensino autene 


tico da Igreja e de sua doutrina social. Acautélar-se com certas 
correntes ideologicas em voga noa meios do Laicato. | - 7 3 
| 2 Formar os militantes na autéentiea vida crista, onde ha 
Lugar para a esmola; resultado dessa vivencia. Incluir nos proe 
_Gramas nacionais e regionais a Teologia da Caridade, inspirado- 
Pa e prometora de solucdes da Justica Social. Manter a AC na 
_iuta positiva pela difus%o0 do Svangelho, dentro do "Quaerite 


- primum". Fazer valer uma mentalidade promotora do sem Comum @ 


_héo. apenas reivindicatoria, embora sem esquecer os mais desam- 
parados. | | : o i = 

io 3 = Apoiar a vocagiio politica de militantes como instrumento 

de agao tials eficiente em seu. proprio meio, ssperar de nossos | 
apostolos leigos a ajuda preferencial as iniciativas da Igreje. 


_ Manifestar a nossos assistentes e militantes a preocupacao dos 


bispos pela Ag&o Popular. Esse movimento, pela sua orlentagao 
nhaturalista, nao representa o pensamento crist&o autentico e | 
tems @o0 lado dos aspectos positivos em algumas dioceses, causado 


sérios prejuizeos em va4rias outras. 


 Usar de meios eficazes junto aos assistentes @ militantes 
para mostrar a inoportunidade de ingresso de jecistas na AP, — 
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‘Apofar a participagio de destuied nesses movimentos em duas | 
circunstancias: a) elemento vocacionado pare atividade dessa. 


natureza e bem formado; bo) ingresso com intuito de modificar — 
substancialmente a AP: para uma linha. erista autentica ° 


DOUTRINA SOCIAL DA IGRKA 





"4 = Insistir com toda a AC na lealdade a Doutrina. Social 
da Igreja,. especialmente mo que se refere a luta de classea, 


disfargadas infiltragoes marxistas eae “preocupagao tatica. 


- Manter. sempre viva nas. reunides ¢ publicagdes a missdo 
da we essencialmente apostolica, unida a hierarquia represen= 
tada pelo Ordinarioc. Insistir com os assistentes e militantes 


no. frequente e filial entendimento com o bispo. Acautelar o: 


leigo da agao desligada da hierarquia. 


Expor aos bispos a am ne cessidade imperiosa do. ‘eontacto 


com 0 laicato, de. comunicar ao assistente nacional as deficle | 
eneias principalmente em reuniées regionais, de tomar providen- 
cias prudentes quando se fizerem necessarias e n&o apenas cons- 
tatar fatos, de providenciar assistentes ecleslasticos, mesmo 
com sacriffcios, de evitar, comentarios que pessam provocar 
_impressde 1S desagradaveis sdbre posigces | Ge cnutros Dispos. 


6 = Informar os militantes sSbre © alto conceito en. que e 


 -ta¢o oc eficiente e generoso trabalho apostélico que exercem. 
as restrigées feitas nao diminuem o entusilasmo dos bispos e o- 
 apaio que d&o aos assistentes e MST TTARkCes A correg&o e@ uma 


Porme: de earidade orista. 


a, o Nag eirounatinoias - concretas em que vivemos, os militene 
tes e organizagGes catélicas. n@o devem entrar em frente unica 
com movinentos que surgem de doutrina ou ideologia marxista ou 
ecapitalista liberal. & mesmo para receber apoio deve haver a _ 
maior prudencia a fim de evitar que sirvamos a _Anfiltragao de 


seus propositos e taticas. Quanto a colaboragio fortuita de 


pessoas en. circunstancias transitérias, lembramos os princ{pios 
da "Pacem in Terris”. Nag. imprescindiveis e pessoais posigses 
taticas torna=-se: indispensavel uma boa formagao e conveniente 
informagao por parte de nosscs militantes para néio virem a 
transigir em questo de principles, a pretexto da conquista do 


poder, maxime em chapas marxistas 2 outras. nao cristas. Essa 


orientacHo fol apresentada a Comissao Episcopal de AgBo Catolica © 
e Apostolado: dos (enue | 
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(aa) Vicente Scherer - Arcebispo de Férto Alegre = Regional IIs 
. Fernando Gomes dos Santos =: Arcebispo de Gotania - Regional 
Contro Oeste3 Jo&o Rezende Costa -~- Regional Leste IIs; Agnelo- 
Rossi ~ Arcebispo de Ribeirdo Preto = Regional Sul I3 Alberto 
Ramos «= Arcebispo de Belem = Regional Norte; Eugenio de — | 
4paujo Sales = Adm. Apostdlico de Natal =~ Regional Nordeste. 
Sua eminencia ° Cardeal Camara epreveu o documento “pare | 


Regional Leste I", 
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